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Forms  for  intervi ev/s 


FORM  A 

Circumstanc  es  of  Intervi  sv/ 


STATS:  Florida 

KAM3  OF  WORKER:  Lindsay  M.  Bryan 

ADDRESS:  Room  712  Wallace  S.  Building,  Tamps,  Florida 
DATE:  June  5,  1940 

SUBJECT:  Folklore  of  Greeks  in  the  Tampa  Area 


1*  flame  and  address  of  informant:  John  Filsreton, 

2217  Fourteenth  Ave., 
Tampa,  Florida. 

2*  Date  and  time  of  interview:  May  25-30,  1940;  10  a.  m.  to 

12  each  day . 

3.  Place  of  intervi ew:  Room  712  Wallace  S.  Building,  Tampa, 

Florida.  An  office  in  a  semi-modern 
office  building. 

4.  flame  and  address  of  person,  if  any,  who  put  you  in  touch 
with  informant:  Matthew  Matheson,  cor.  Lafayette  and  Tampa 
Streets,  Tampa,  Florida. 

5.  frame  and  address  of  person,  if  any,  accompanying  you:  None 


FORM  B 


FORM  B 

Person? 1  History  of  Informant 
STATS:  Florida 


HAME  OF  WORKER :  Lindsay  M.  Bryan 

1DDRESS :  Room  712,  '/allace  S.  Building,  Tampa,  Florida 
BATE:  June  5,  1940 

SUBJECT:  Folklore  of  Greeks  in  the  Tampa.  Area 

NAME  J32LD  ADDRESS  OF  INFORM.  ITT:  John  Filareton 

2217  Fourteenth  Ave .,  Tampa,  Fla. 


1»  Ancestry:  Greek 

2.  Place  and  date  of  "birth:  Skopelos,  Island  of  Skopelos ,  Greece 

Born  Fehuary  1,  1897 

3*  Family:  Wife,  three  children  and  mother-in-law 

4*  Places  lived  in,  with  dates:  Skopelos,  Greece,  1897  to  1900; 
Cairo,  Egypt,  1900  to  1909;  thens,  Greece,  1909  to  1910; 

Rev/  York,  at  various  times  "between  1910  and  1937;  Tampa, 

Florida.,  1913  to  1940. 

5.  Education,  with  dates:  Public  schools,  ca.iro,  Egypt,  1902-1909; 
Junior  high  school,  Tampa,  Florida,  1910  to  1911;  high  school, 
Tampa ,  Florida,  1912  to  1914;  editor  the  Hellenic  Messenger, 1935“ 

6.  Occupations  and  accomplishments,  with  dates:  Worked  in  grocery 
store  at  times  between  1910  and  1914;  head  waiter  and  manager  of 
hotels  and  restaurants,  1914  to  1935; 

decorator,  WPA  toy  shop,  1938-39. 

7.  Special  skills  and  interests:  Landscape  artist;  singer; 
student  of  Greek  folklore;  producer  of  amateur 
entertainments . 

8.  Community  and  religious  activities:  Active  in  Greek  fraternal 
organizations;  sings  in  church  choir. 

Description  of  informant:  About  5  ft*  6”  in  height,  .medium 
build,  gray  hair,  brown  eyes,  has  good  memory;  is  intelligent, 
affable  and  co-operative;  a  naturalized  citizen  of  the  United 
8tates . 
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FORM  c 


FORM  G 

Text  of  Interview  (Unedited) 


STATE:  Florida 

FAME  OF  YORKER:  Lindsay  M.  Bryen 

ADDRESS:  Room  712  Wall  see  S.  Building,  Temps,,  Florida 
IKTE:  June  5,  1940 

SUBJECT:  Folklore  of  Greeks  in  the  Tampa  Area 

FAME  AMD  ADDRESS  OF  INFORMANT :  John  Filareton, 

2217  Fourteen  tii  Ave  „ , 
Tampa,  Florida. 
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Tampa,  Florida.  FOLKLORE,  FLORIDA 

Informant:  John  Filpreton, 

Complete  Words.  2217  Foruteenth  Ave. , Tampa, Florida , 

Date  of  Interview,  May  25-30,1940, 
Interviewer:  Lindsay  M.  Bryan. 

FOLKLORE  OF  GREEKS  IN  THE  TAMPA  AREA 
Preliminary  to  this  study,  inquiry  was  made  of  Matthew  Matheson, 
a  leading  Greek  official  of  the  local  chapter  of  AHEPA  and  of  the 
American  Hellenic  Community,  Inc.,  of  Tampa.  He  was  asked  as  to  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  race  in  Tampa  who  would  be' able  to  supply  facts  concerning 
the  folklore  of  the  Greek  residents  of  this  section.  Mr.  Doukas  gave 
the  name  of  John  Filareton  as  one  who  had  made  a  study  of  this  subject. 

Mr.  Filareton,  an  Engl ish-speakirg  immigrant  from  Greece  and  a 
naturalized  citizen  of  the  United  States,  was  later  assigned  as  a 
research  worker  on  the  Writers*  Project  at  Tampa,  and  when  interviewed 
on  the  subject  of  Greek  folklore  brought  to  America,  he  related  the 
following  : 

"About  3,000  Greeks  are  in  this  part  of  Florida,  including  Tampa, 

Tarpon  Springs,  and  other  places  surrounding.  Most  come  from  southern 

part  of  mainland  and  islands  of  Greece.  A  big  majority  are  of  the 

peasant  and  small  business  class.  Some  folklore  of  Greek  people  here 

come  from  the  Turks,  for  reason  Greece  was  long  time  under  rule  of 

Greek 

Turkey,  but  most  of  our  dd  songs  and  stories  are  pure/and  known  all  over 
that  country. 

"For  instance  there  are  old  ssyirg  s  among  all  Greeks  and  native 
like  : 

"'As  you  prepare  your  bed,  that’s  ho w  you  are  going  to  sleep’. 

"  *Hide  me  when  you  find  me,  so  you  will  have  me  when  you  need  me.’ 
"’You  can  knock  all  you  want  at  the  deaf’s  door.’ 

"’He’s  uglier  than  my  old  shoes.’ 
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FOLKLORE,  FLORID/ 

Informant:  John  Filareton, 

2217  Fourteenth  Jive.,  Tampa,  Florida 
Date  of  Interview:  May  25-30,  1940 
Interviewer:  Lindsay  M,  Bryan. 

"Mo,  we  Greek  people,  don’t  have  much  superstitions,  because 
Greece  has  good  schools  and  the  people  generally  have  better 
education  than  most  immigrants  to  this  country.  Some  of  old  people 
have  what  you  call  half-way  belief  in  black  magic,  ghosts  and  signs, 
like  in  all  nations,  but  not  younger  generations.  Most  common  is 
Greek  belief  Tuesday  is  unlucky  day,  like  Americans  think  of  Friday. 
Because  on  a  Tuesday  our  great  city  of  Constantinople  was  captured  by 
the  Turks,  which  are  hated  by  all  Greeks. 

’’Greek  national  dances?  Yes,  we  have  some  are  many  centurias  .old. 

A  favorite  is  the  old  allegory  dance  called  the  ’Dance  of  Zalonga,  ’ 
w  ich  commenora tes  a  tragic  event  of  history  in  the  Turkish  invasion 
of  our  Greece,  when  the  women'  of  Souliotisses  were  threatened  by 
army  of  rapacious  Turks.  Rather  than  be  taken,  all  the  women  went 
to  a  high  cliff  and  danced  over  the  edge  to  be  crushed  on  rocks  hun¬ 
dred  feet  below.  V/e  have  reproduce  this  dance  in  Tampa  at  entertain¬ 
ments  . 

"Old  Greek  songs  best  known  here  are  ’Louloudi  tis  Monovasias, ’ 
meaning  Flower  of  Monovasias,  which  is  a  ballad  in  praise  of  the 
beautiful  girls  of  that  city;  ’Gero  Dimes’  (Old  Dima s ) , a  war  ballad 
telling  the  brave  deeds  and  hardships  of  an  old  hero  of  war,  and  urging 
the  young  men  of  Greece  to  fi^it  for  their  country  against  the  hated 
Turks. 

”Uo,  we  don’t  have  so  many  jokes  and  funny  stories  like  some 
races.  Maybe  because  of  so  many  centuries  of  sorrow  and  tragedy  of  Greek 
people.  One  joke  told  by  Americanized  Greeks  is  about  a  couple  of  our 
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FOLKLORE,  FLORID/ 

Informant:  John  Filareton, 

2217  Fourteenth  Ave  Tampa, Fla • , 
Date  of  Interview:  Hay  25-30,1940, 
Interviewer:  Lindsay  M.  Bryan. 

green  countrymen  wo rkipg  on  a  railroad  in  this  country,  at  a  con¬ 
struction  camp.  One  evening  after  days  work  they  killed  two  turkey 
buzzards  which  -they  thought  v/as  some  kind  American  chickens.  Hungry 
for  poultry,  they  cooked  and  eaten  both  for  supper.  Next  morning 
when  came  to  work  forman  asked  ’why  you  two  fellows  look  so  pale  and 
sick?’  One  said,  disgusted,  ’Too  much  American  chick.’ 

"Another  humorous  incident  demonstrates  how  Greeks  in  Tampa  believe 
all  ’foreigners’  should  be  naturalized  soon  as  possible,  one  of  our 
Greek  residents  in  Tampa  met  a  young  American  on  the  street  here,  who 
said  he  had  jut  come  here  to  live. 

"’Where  are  you  from?’  asked  the  Greek  citizen. 

"’I’m  from  Georgia,  ’  was  the  reply. 

"’Well,’  urged  the  Greek,  ’you  better  take  out  naturalization  if 
you  want  to  live  here.’ 

"One  of  our  old  Greek  folk  tales  is  this:  Once  upon  a  time  while 
a  priest  was  going  over  to  the  neighbor  village  from  the  city  to  visit 
a  man  sick  and  about  to  die,  who  asked  for  the  priest  to  get  his 
blessing  and  the  last  communion.  .  On  his  way  the  priest  became  a 
victim  of  bandits,  who  have  robbed  him  from  everything  he  had,  also 
the  golden  communion  cup.  After  he  v/as  almost  beaten  to  death  he 
was  left  there  even  with  not  many  clothes,  as  they’ve  taken  them  too. 

"The  priest  found  on  the  ground  an  old  overcoat,  left  by  the 
robbers  in  hurry  to  get  away,  and  was  told  the  priest  to  put  it  on. 

He  then  hidden  behind  some  rocks  and  bushes,  afraid  they  might  come 
back.  There  he  wa ited  for  night  to  come  so  he  might  go  home  in  dark¬ 
ness.  While  in  hiding  he  saw  the  bandits  coming  back,  looking  over 
the  spot  where  they  robbed  him  as  though  looking  for  something, 
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FOLKLORS,  FLORIDA, 

Informant:  John  Filareton, 

2217  Fourteenth  Ave.,  Tampa, Florida, 
Date  of  Interview:  May  25“30, 1940, 
Interviewer:  Lindsay  M.  Bryan. 

maybe  the  old  coat.  Hot  finding  after  long  search,  the  robbers  left 
again . 

"By  the  dim  li^it  he  returned  careful  to  his  home.  Tired  and  sore 
from  beating  he  started  undressing  to  go  to  bed.  Taking  off  bandits’ 
old  coat  he  heard  a  rustlirg  and  clinking  sound  in  it.  Garefull 
searched  around,  he  found  a  great  fortuned  sewed  up  in  the  lining. 

Ind  happy,  the  priest  bought  more  new  clothe  s  and  replaced  the  stolen 
communion  cup  with  a  finer  one,  and  gave  much  to  the  poor,  and  for¬ 
gotten  about  the  beating  he  received  by  those  bandits. 

"Another  old  Greek  story  told  by  old  folks  is  this  one:  ’Once 
upon  a  time  a  poor  shoemaker  has  earned  his  living  by  soliciting  his 
work  from  different  people,  house  to  house,  gathering  old  shoes  and 
t  ose  who  wished  to  be  fixed  and  taking  them  to  his  home  and  paired 
them,  then  deliver  to  his  customers,  collect  the  money,  and  on  his  way 
back  buying  food  and  necessary  things  for  his  family.  And  every  night 
after  having  nice  supper  that  his  wife  was  fixing  ior  him,  a.nd  sitting 
enjoy  himself  and  his  family,  and  after  each  meal  were  happy  and 
singing . 

"The  king  decided  to  disguise  himself  and  make  a  tour  around  his 
people  to  see  how  they  were  doing.  He  passed  by  the  poor  shoemaker  s 
home  two  or  three  ni^ats  in  succession,  being  he  was  to  go  by  that 
street  making  tour  of  his  city.  And  every  ni^it  he  has  heard  the  same 
singing  and  music,  he  then  decided  to  enter  and  find  out,  what  va  s  going 
on  • 

"He  knocked  at  the  door,  the  shoemaker  at  once  opened  and  the 
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FOLKXORS,  FLORIDA 
Informant :  John  Filareton, 

2217  Fourteenth  Ave. ,  Tampa ,  Florida, 
Date  of  Interview:  May  25-30,1940, 
Interviewer:  Lindsay  M.  Bryan. 

Icing  entered*  He  welcomed  the  king,  who  he  didn’t  know,  and 

invited  him  to  sit  with  them  at  the  table,  treated  him  to  some  wine, 

and  after  short  talk  with  him  the  disguised  king  asked  the  showmaker, 

’j/hy  are  you  so  happy?’  Then  he  answered  that  every  day  after  my 

work  is  done,  which  is  shore  repairing,  soliciting  his  work  from 

house  to  house,  and  after  deliver  and  with  the  money  he  supports  his 

family,  thus  living  happily  and  enjoy  every  night.  The  king  stayed 

a  little  while  and  then  he  thanked  for  his  treat  and  left*  On  his 

way  to  his  palace  he  saying  to  himself,  ’I,  a  kirg  ,  and  he,  a  poor 

laborer,  much  happier  than  I,  and  every  nigjrt  at  that.’ 

"The  king  then  decided  to  force  him  to  unhappiness,  and  the  next- 
morning  an  announcement  came  public  by  the  town  crier  so  that  no  one 
should  be  admitted  to  canvas  and  repair  shoes  in  the  streets. 

’’The  poor  shoemaker  of  course  felt  very  sad  personally,  and  saying 

to  himself,  *What  shall  I  do  now  to  earn  our  daily  bread?’  And  as  he 

was  walking  down  in  the  street  sadly,  a  nearby  merchant  noticed  him  and 

asked  him  v/hy  he  was  so  sad.  Explained  to  the  merchant  his  troubles, 

the  merchant  felt  sorry,  and  asked  the  poor  man  to  peddle  some  eggs 

he  had  at  hand,  and  he  was  to  pay  him  half  of  the  profit  from  the 

eggs .  And  very  successfully  the  shoemaker  sold  all  the  eggs  and  earned 

much  more  that  day  than  few  previous  days,  and  again  bought  food  and 
just 

went  home/as  happy  as  before,  and  with  the  same  singing  after  their 
dinner. 

"The  king  again  that  night  made  his  usual  tour,  end  passing  by 
the  shoemaker’s  heard  the  same  joy.  Entered  the  house,  he  was  welcomed 
again  and  treated,  explaining  to  the  king  that’flhe  God-blessed  king 
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FOLKLORE,  FLORIDA 
Informant:  John  Filareton, 

2217  Fourteenth  ve.,  Tainpe  ,  FI?  . 

Date  of  Interview:  May  25-30,1940, 
Interviewer:  Lindsay  M.  Bryan. 

announced  today  that  no  shoes  to  he  solicited  in  the  streets  and 
thus  I  have  earned  much  more  today  than  usual.  So  from  no?/  on  I 
will  continue  with  this  new  trade  to  earn  for  the  needs  of  my  family.’ 
After  while  the  king  left. 

“The  next  morning  the  shoemaker,  while  on  his  way  to  the  merchants’ 
place,  he  heard  the  town  crier  again  that  no  peddling  allowed  of  any 
kind,  and  that  very  strictly,  by  order  of  the  king.  Very  d isappointed 
again,  thinking  how  he  was  going  to  support  his  family  since  the  king 
ordered  not  peddling  of  any  kind  of  merchandise,  on  his  way  to  the  mar¬ 
ket  place  he  passed  by  the  tavern  where  he  was  buying  his  wine,  and  ex¬ 
plained  to  his  friend  the  tavern  keeper  his  troubles  about  the  king’s 
orders,  and  not  knowing  what  to  do  after  anyth,  ing  he  is  trying  to  do, 
j  something  turns  out  and  forces  him  to  such  disappointments.  ./ell,  the 
tavern  keeper  asked  him  to  work  for  him,  beirg  alone  and  he  could  not 
stay  at  the  tavern  all  day  and  until  closing  time,  he  suggested  that  he 
could  work  the  later  hours  so  the  owner  could  have  some  rest.  The 
poor  shoemaker  accepted  it  and  worked  that  day  until  the  later  hours, 
giving  chance  to  the  owner  to  rest  some. 

”v/ent  home  after  his  work,  again  with  supplies  of  food  as  usual 
and  singing  after  his  meals.  The  king,  anxious,  passed  by  his  house, 
heard  the  usual  joy  family  v/ith  their  songs,  entered  and  as  always  wel¬ 
comed,  treated.  The  shoemaker  explained  again  that  the  long-lived  and 
God-blessed  king  has  forced  him  with  his  orders  to  v/ork  these  later  hours 
at  the  tavern  so  as  to  earn  his  daily  bread  and  support  his  family.  The 
king  left  after  a  little  while,  and  on  his  way  to  the  palace  saying  t  o 
himself,  ’How  can  I  make  this  man,  unhappy?*  The  next  day  he  sent  two 
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FOLKLORE,  FLO  RID  J 
Informant:  John  Filareton, 

2217  Fourteenth  - ve . ,  Tampa,  Florida  . 
Date  of  interview:  May  25“30,1940, 
Interviewer:  Lindsay  M.  Bryan. 

soldiers  to  his  home  and  asked  him  to  appear  in  the  palace. 

n‘i'he  shoemaker,  not  recognising  the  king,  heard  him  saying  that  he 

p/as  ordered  to  become  a  soldier*  He  obeyed,  and  the  soldiers  taking  him 

?nd  dressing  him  in  the  uniform.  He  then  was  ordered  to  be  placed  in  the 

entrance  of  the  palace  as  a  guard,  and  to  present  arms  to  all  who  visited 

;he  palace  during  his  stay.  And.  also  the  king  gave  orders  that  he  should 

stay  all  day  without  food,  and  in  the  evening  to  leave  his  gun  there  and 

;o  home,  returning  the  next  morn  ing  to  report  to  his  duty. 

"The  poor  shoemaker,  hungry  all  day  and  thinking  what  could  he  do 
srofiding  food  for  himself  and  the  family,  and  on  his  w ay  home  in  the 
evening,  passing  by  a  blacksmith  shop,  decided  to  enter,  and  he  asked  the 
ilacksmith  to  cut  off  the  blade  of  his  bayonet  and  give  him  its  worth  in 
:ash.  The  blacksmith,  who  was  also  making  different  knives,  he  bought 
t,  as  he  could  easily  make  a  knife  and  sell  it  so  to  get  his  money  back, 
.nd  paid  the  shoemaker.  On  his  way  home  again  he  got  food  and  provided 
rith  the  same  joy  and  songs  as  usual. 

"The  king,  disguised,  again  passed  by  the  shoemaker’s  house  and  again 
teard  the  usual  happy  evening.  He  entered  end  welcomed,  treated  v/ith  the 
,ame  kindness,  and  the  shoemaker  after  what  has  happened  to  him  today. 

[e  replied  that  the  long-lived  king  has  made  him  a  soldier  and  placed  him 
ill  day  at  the  palace  entrance  without  food,  but  on  his  way  home  in  the 
vening  he  stopped  at  the  blacksmith’s  shop  and  exchanged  the  knife  part 
f  his  bayonet  for  some  cash  enough  to  provide  for  his  family.  The  king 
aughed  some  and  went  out. 

"In  thb  meantime  the  shoemaker  replaced  with  a  wooden  blade  and 
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FOLKLORE,  FLORIDA 
Informant:  John  Filareton, 

2217  Fourteenth  Ave.,  Tampa,  Florida, 
Date  of  Interview:  May  25-30,1940, 
Interviewer:  Lindsay  M.  Bryan. 

stuck  together  to  -the  handle  of  his  Bayonet,  and  the  next  morning  re¬ 
ported  again  at  his  post  in  the  palace.  That  day  there  has  Been  some¬ 
one  of  the  criminals  to  Be  executed  By  having  his  head  cut  off.  At  the 
time  the  executioner  was  getting  ready  for  his  act,  the  king  ordered  to 
Bring  Before  him  the  shoemaker  and  ordered  him  to  cut  this  prisoner’s 
head  off. 

"’But  your  majesty,  ’  he  said,  I  have  never  committed  a  crime  of  any 
kind  in  my  life,  end  I  do  not  wish  to  cut  anybody’s  head  off.’ 

"The  king  then  replied  that  these  are  my  orders,  and  if  not  obeyed 
I  am  going  to  ask  the  executioner  to  cut  your  head  off.  Forced  in  such 
a  way,  the  shoemaker  decided  finally,  and  said,  with  a  prayer:  ’In  the 
name  of  God  and  the  king,  if  this  prisoner  is  innocent,  may  my  Bayonet 
turn  to  wooden, ’  so  his  life  might  Be  saved.  ’But  if  he  is  guilty, 
may  it  remain  ny  Bayonet  with  its  sharp  Blade  as  always  is,  so  to  Be 
executed. ’ 

"They  all  started  to  laugh,  and  the  king  then  explained  to  all 
those  present  what  have  seen  and  knew  about  this  shoemaker’s  ambition 
in  life  for  supporting  his  family,  and  he  told  the  shoemaker  that  he  did 
not  have  to  work  any  more,  as  he  will  receive  a  regular  income  for  the 
rest  of  his  life. 

"By  this  story  proves  that  even  the  king  cannot  force  the  people 
to  go  hungry,  But  only  God." 

"Another  story  told  By  old  Greeks  is  well  known  among  our  race,  is 
one  about  the  singing  student. 

poor  young  Turkish  student  of .  Mohammedan  religion,  after  he  was 
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graduated  from  his  studies,  went  to  the  vizier  applying  for  a  position, 
as  he  was  anxious  to  provide  a  dower  for  his  two  sisters,  so  they  could 
make  a  good  marriage.  They  were  old  maids,  far  from  Beautiful,  and  his 
parents  were  too  poor  to  offer  such  a  nice  dowery  to  he  r  tempting  bait 
for  men  to  marry  them,  hot  to  marry  for  a  girl  was  a  disgrace,  and  the 
young  student  felt  his  duty  was  to  earn  a  good  dowery  to  get  the  girls 
married  off. 

"The  vizier  talked  to  the  young  man  and  noticed  his  great  intelli¬ 
gence  and  education,  recommended  to  write  an  application  and  present  in 
person  to  the  sultan,  who  migfrt  give  the  student  a  far  better  job  than 
the  vizier  could. 

"He  went  home  and  after  spent  much  time  and  thought  in  writing  his 
application  went  to  the  palace  and  delivered  it  in  person  to  his  majesty, 
sultan,  who  read  it  happily  end  was  glad  from  its  contents,  but  instead 
to  appoint  him  a  position  of  some  kind,  he  only  wrote  on  the  bottom  of 
application  couple  lines  end  handed  it  back  to  the  student,  with  a  smile 
and  pat  on  the  back,  complimenting  him  on  his  greet  ability. 

"Overjoyed  with  belief  the  sultan  had  recommend  him  for  a  fine  posi¬ 
tion  by  writing  on  his  application,  the  youth  reverently  salute  and  re¬ 
spect  to  the  sultan  and  left.  Very  anxiously  to  see  in  whet  position  he 
was  appointed  by  the  sultan,  on  his  way  home  he  decided  to  look,  and  he 
only  s aw  these  two  lines  which  the  sultan  has  written: 

"  ♦The  world  is  only  but  a  wheel,  and 
"  'Glorified  be  he  who  turns  it.’ 

"Disappointed  and  mad,  the  student  returned  back  home  end  asked  his 
father  to  take  him  to  the  market  and  sell  him  as  a  slave,  for  which 
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money  he  could  .provide  his  sisters’  marriage  dowry.  His  father  ob¬ 
jected  to  sacrifice  his  son  hut  being  a  poor  junk  dealer,  and  forced, 
finally  agreed,  so  took  him  to  the  market  and  announced  him  as  a  deaf 
mute,  which  would  he  sold  for  a  slave  to  the  highest  bidder.  Deaf 
and  dumb  slaves  brought  highest  price  because  of  not  being  able  to  hear 
or  tell  secrets  of  their  piasters.  So  he  had  no  trouble  to  Sell  him 
tc  a  rich  pasha,  who  was  glad  to  pay  any  price  for  such  a  slave,  being- 
deaf  mute  and  felt  much  safer  in  keeping  all  the  secretsm  ebd  so  he 
bought  with  considerable  amount  of  money,  and  took  him  home  for  a  servant 
in  his  palace.  The  father,  with  the  sadness  of  losing  his  son  lessened 
somewhat  by  taking  home  big  dowry  money  for  his  two  undesirable 
daughters ; 

"In  a  short  time  the  month  of  ’Ramazan’  came,  a  Turkish  holy  and  re¬ 
ligious  month  observed  by  Mohammedans,  and  with  another  feature  of  that 
each  pasha  is  highly  considered  if  his  hotzas  (singer)  is  best  in  the 
public  singing  contests  held  at  that  time,  in  which  various  pashas  of 
the  district  enter  their  best  singers  for  a  big  prize  paid  for  the  win¬ 
ner.  For  several  evenings  this  contest  was  held  in  the  open  air  near 
this  pasha’s  palace. 

"One  nif^it  between  songs  the  assembled  crowd  was  surprised  and  de¬ 
lighted  to  hear  a  m?'n 1  s  voice  of  wonderful  fine  quality  coming  from  a 
tower  of  the  pasha’s  house  while  he  was  absent.  Hext  morning  many  prom¬ 
inent  hearers  of  the  crowd  went  and  congratulated  the  pasha  on  the  fine 
singer  of  his  household.  He  was  astonished  at  what  they  said,  not  know¬ 
ing  oi  any  singer  in  his  establishment.  But  the  people  urged  him  to  be 
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in  the  audience  and  listen  that  night  and  may he  the  unknown  singer  at 
his  palace  would  again  perform. 

"The  pasha  was  skeptical,  hut  joined  the  audience  that  night,  boon 
he  also  was  delighted  to  hear  that  melodeous  voice  singing  from  his  own 
palace.  He  hurried  there  before  the  song  was  finished  to  see  who  it 
was.  Entering  his  tower  he  was  very  much  astonished  to  see  it  was  his 
supposed  deaf  and  dumb  slave  singing  with  the  most  beautiful  voice.  But 
his  delight  was  quickly  become  anger  to  have  been  deceived. 

"He  roared  at  the  youth:  ’Thou  ungrateful  slave  1  You  have  deceived 
me  as  being  deaf  and  dumb.  Tell  me,  can  you  speak  also,  as  well  as 
sing?  ’ 

"rYes,  Sire,  ’  he  answered.  ’Since  three  days  ago,  when  I  sa w  the 
angel,  Michael.  He  gave  me  a  golden  book  and  asked  me  to  swallow  it, 
which  I  did  so.  Immediately  my  speech  and  hearing  come  to  me,  and  also 
the  heaven-sent  gift  of  singing  which  you  have  heard.* 

"The  amazed  pasha,  as  soon  a s  he  heard  this  miracle,  trembled  and 
fell  on  his  knees  before  his  slave  and  worshipped  him  as  a  holy  man. 

He  then  gave  him  his  freedom. 

"The  news  of  this  great  and  holy  miracle  quickly  spreaded  as  far  as 
Constantinople  and  the  sultan  heard  of  it.  As  sultan  heard  this  he  sent 
end  invited  him  to  go  to  him.  But  he  answered  him  that  he  would  go  pro¬ 
vided  he  v/as  going  to  send  his  royal  carriage  . 

"The  sultan  at  once  has  sented  him  all  royal  and  necessary  transpor¬ 
tation,  and  the  student  (now  saint)  arrived  at  the  palace  meeting  the 
sultan,  who  was  surprised  to  see  the  man  who  he  refused  to  appoint  at 
any  position  not  long  ago,  and  said  to  him: 
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"Arent  you  ashamed  for  such  actions,  trying  to  fool  the  public? 

’’The  quick“witted  student,  or  saint,  answered  to  him  that  ’Yourself 
have  told  me  that  this  v/orld  is  only  a  wheel,  and  glorified  be  he  that 
turns  it.  Well,  I  have  turned  it  and  now  I  am  glorified  as  a  saint. 
Please,  your  majesty,  just  look  out  in  the  palace  grounds.’  For  an  im¬ 
mense  crowd  had  followed  to  worship  the  new  said:-,  shouting  ’Glory  to 
the  saint  ’ 

’’The  sultan,  when  he  saw  the  terrible  big  crowd,  he  was  very  much 
surprised  and  afraid. 

’’The  saint  then  said,  ’If  I  will  tell  the  world  that  I  am  not  wel¬ 
come  by  your  majesty,  do  you  realize  what  would  happen?’ 

"Then  the  sultan,  thinking  for  av/hile  that  if  he  would  not  appointed 
him  to  some  official  of  his  country,  it  might  had  some  unforeseeing  cir¬ 
cumstances  and  his  people  migfrt  had  turned  against  him,  so  he  appointed 
him,  governor  of  Mecca." 

"Yes,  most  of  the  old  stories  and  saying  of  old  country  are  still 
told  among  Greek  people  here.  I  think  now  of  some  more  of  those  old 
sayings  as  you  call  proverbs,  such  like  these: 

"A  master  of  many  arts  is  a  man  without  a  home. 

"Do  not  warm  up  a  snake,  for  it  will  bite  you. 

"Beware  of  the  tranquil  river. 

"Yho  casts  dirt  into  the  sea  will  find  it  in  his  salt. 

"Don’t  expect  fine  music  from  a  broken  violin. 

"Jo  not  judge  until  you  have  heard  both  sides. 

"A  woman’s  heart  is  fickle  as  an  Autumn  sky. 

".There  there  is  smoke  there  is  fire. 

Greek  people  here  also  have  some  stories  they  have  taken  up  since 
they  have  come  to  merica,  like  these,  for  instance: 
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"Tv/o  Greek  immigrants  just  ’green’  as  you  say  from  old  country 
heve  passed  through  Ellis  Island  and  walking  up  from  Battery  in  Lew 
York  one  saw  ten-dollar  hill  lying  in  street*  He  was  going  to  pick  it 
up,  hut  the  other  said,  ’pooh,  let  it  lay.  I  heard  that  lots  of  money 
grows  on  trees  in  this  country  every  place.’ 

"An  here  is  another  story  about  Greeks  in  America  that  is  told  among 
our  people  here  when  they  laugh  about  their  early  struggles  in  learning 
American  English: 

"Three  young  Greek  immigrants  just  arrived  in  Hew  York  a  few  days 
met  another  Greek  been  there  several  weeks  and  proud  of  his  knowledge, 
supposed,  of  the  language  here,  he  offered  to  become  guide  to  show  the 
newcomers  around  the  city  in  lower  Manhattan. 

"When  come  to  the  Joolworth  building,  the  new  Greeks  admired  its 
great  height,  and  asked  their  guide  who  owns  that  big  building.  He  didn’t 
know,  but  asked  a  passing  policeman  in  his  broken  English,  but  the  police- 
man  didn’t  understand,  and  said:  ’I  dunno.*  ho  the  guide  told  them, 

’Mr.  I,  dunno  owns  it. 

"A  little  further  on  they  passed  under  an  e levatedrailroad  rushing 
and  roaring  overhead,  and  the  sightseers  ask  the  self-assumed  wise  guide 
who  owns  that.  Stumped  again  for  an  answer,  he  asked  a  bystander,  and 
not  understanding  the  guide’s  attempted  English,  shrugged  off  the  question 
with  ’I  dunno.’  Again  the  guide  said,  ’Mr.  I.  dunno  is  the  owner.’ 

"Soon  they  came  to  one  of  the  nice  down “town  parks,  and  once  more  the 
visitors  asked  who  owned  that.  The  guide  went  over  to  a  traffic  cop  ask¬ 
ing  who  owns  the  park  in  his  poor  English.  The  office  had  no  idea  what 
the  question  was,  so  he  growled,  ’I  dunno.’  Again  the  guide  told  them 
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Mr.  I.Dunno  owned  the  perk. 

"While  they  ere  standing  at  the  park  a  big  funeral  procession  passed 
by  with  fine  carriages,  rich  hearse  and  loads  of  flowers,  which  seemed  to 
be  of  a  very  wealthy  dead  person,  and  the  immigrants  ask  their  guide 
what  great  man  had  that  big  funeral.  He  asked  someone  passing  by,  i  nd 
again  the  sane  answer,  ’I  dunno,  *  which  he  told  his  friends. 

"Thqy  all  looked  said  and  sympathetic,  and  one  shook  his  head  sorrow¬ 
ful  and  remarked:  ’./hat  a  pity  that  such  a  rich  man  should  have  to  die 
end  leave  so  much  valuable  property  of  big  buildings,  railroads  and  parks. 
And  we  were  fortuned  to  see  his  funeral. 

During  an  interview  with  the  informant,  John  Filareton,  he  asked 
if  the  interviewer  would  be  interested  in  personally  witnessing  some  of 
the  folk  customs  of  the  Greeks  in  this  locality.  On  being  assured  that 
such  an  opportunity  would  be  welcomed,  the  informant  invited  the  inter¬ 
viewer  to  attend  the  christening  of  a  Tampa“bom  Greek  baby  at  the  home 
of  a  friend  of  the  informant.  The  invitation  was  accepted,  and  the  follow* 
ing  is  an  "eye-witness"  account  by  the  interviewer  of  this  ceremony  as 
typically  performed  in  the  local  Greek  colony.  It  consisted  of  an  elabo¬ 
rate  ritual  of  the  Eastern  or  Orthodox  Greek  church,  followed  by  a  festive 
social  celebration  that  lasted  until  long  after  midnight. 

The  christening  was  held  in  the  home  of  the  child’s  parents,  as 
there  is  no  Greek  church  building  in  Tampa.  It  was  a  neat  bungalow 
home  on  a  suburban  street  populated  chiefly  by  residents  of  e  substantial 
middle  class. 

The  event  was  set  for  3:30  in  the  afternoon,  as  being  the  most  con¬ 
venient  time  for  the  relatives  and  friends  to  attend,  most  of  whom  were 
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employed  in  small  business  pursuits.  By  that  hour  perhaps  fifty  men, 
women  and  children  had  assembled  in  the  house  and  shady  grounds.  The 
two  heroes  of  the  occasion  were  the  baby,  a  sturdy  smiling  boy  o_ 
eight  months,  and  the  god  father,  a  jovial  business  man  of  middle  age, 
who  proudly  carried  his  protege  around  and  displayed  him  to  the  guests. 
The  parents,  a  couple  in  their  thirties, basked  in  reflected  glory  some¬ 
what  like  a  bridegroom  at  his  own  wedding. 

While  waiting  for  the  priest  to  arrive  from  Tarpon  Springs,  a  larger 
Greek  colony  thirty  miles  from  Tampa,  the  happy  and  well  dressed  company 
chatted  and  took  great  pains  to  introduce  the  American  visitor  and  make 
him  feel  welcome*  As  a  further  evidence  of  their  courtesy,  most  of  the 
general  conversation  was  carried  on  in  English,  as  the  interviewer  spoke 
no  Greek. 

Presently  the  ".Amerikanoi ,  "  as  the  interviewer  was  designated,  was 
taken  to  the  spick-and-span  kitchen  and  shown  the  good  things  prepared 
for  the  feast,  including  two  whole  lambs  (heads  and  all),  which  had  been 
barbecued  to  a  tempting  brown.  These  were  flanked  by  large  trays  filled 
with  other  rich-looking  viands  beloved  of  the  Greeks,  such  as  miniature 
eggplants  stuffed  with  a  spiced  mixture  of  vegetables;  salads,  macarona- 
da,  kourambiede  (little  cakes),  baclava,  fruits  and  claret  wine. 

Then  the  priest  arrived,  a  tall  and  dignified  yet  benign  looking 
man  of  about  5 0 - - a  striking  figure  with  his  long  dark  hair  done  in  a  knot 
at  the  back  of  his  head,  a  luxuruant  graying  beard,  and  flowing  pink  robe 
reaching  to  his  feet,  fith  him  came  a  young  assistant  to  act  as  cantor 
in  chanting  the  responses  in  the  baptismal  service.  They  were  received 
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with  reverent  cordiality  Toy  the  host,  hostess  and  others  present. 

The  large  and  neatly  furnished  living  room  was  the  scene  of  the 
christening.  Its  central  figure  was  a  new  galvanized  metal  v/ash  tut, 
standing  on  two  chairs,  to  serve  as  substitute  for  a  church  baptismal 
font.  It  v/as  explained  that  the  Orthodox  ritual  requires  this  vessel 
to  be  one  never  used  before  for  any  other  purpose  than  baptism.  After 
Ase  it  is  given  to  the  church  to  serve  at  other  home  christenings.  The 
water  used  in  the  tub  for  baptism,  having  been  blessed,  is  considered 
sacred.  After  the  ceremony  it  must  not  be  disposed  of  by  pouring  into  a 
sink,  but  must  be  emptied  on  clean  ground  or  into  the  sea. 

The  hour“long  ceremony  of  the  christenirg  all  in  Greek,  w as  conduct- 
; d  by  the  priest  and  his  assistant  and  participated  in  throughout/the 
godfather,  who  held  the  child  in  his  arms  during  the  ritual.  Both  he  and 
Hie  parents  ma.de  frequent  responses  to  the  chanting  of  the  priest  and 
cantor,  many  of  the  responses  beirg  joined  in  by  the  assemblage. 

After  the  tempered  water  was  poured  into  the  tub  it  was  blest  by 
the  priest,  who  blew  his  breath  crosswise  Upon  it  three  times,  then 
massed  his  hand  thrice  through  the  v/ater  in  the  form  of  the  cross  while 
le  invoked  the  blessings  of  the  Holy  Trinity  upon  it. 

The  baby  was  then  brought  in  by  the  mo  ther  and  passed  to  the  god¬ 
father,  who  held  it  while  he  w as  placed  under  a  solemn  and  binding  obli¬ 
gation  by  the  priest  to  do  his  best  to  protect  it  from  evil  through  life 
>nd  to  see  that  it  was  raised  a  Christian  in  the  faith  of  the  orthodox 
3-reek  church.  He  a  Iso  obligated  himself  to  adopt  .the  godchild  and  care 
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for  it  as  his  own  in  case  of  the  parents’  death,  he  affirmed  these 
promises  hy  three  strong  puffs  of  his  breath,  simbolizing  the  blow¬ 
ing  away  of  all  evil  from  the  child. 

The  priest  then  sprinkled  olive  oil  on  the  water  in  the  form  of 
the  cross,  after  which  a  pint  of  oil  was  poured  into  the  water  and 
on  the  child  and  it  was  then  immersed  in  the  oily  water.  The  priest 
then  annointed  various  places  on  the  baby’s  naked  body  with  holy  oil 
and  also  drew  the  sign  of  the  cross  on  its  back,  breast,  feet  and  ears. 

Throughout , the  ceremony  was  accompanied  by  reading  from  the  Bible 
and  the  ritual  book,  chanting  by  the  priest  and  his  assistant,  and  the 
v/aving  of  a  censer  filled  with  burning  incense,  the  uriental  perfume 
of  which  filled  the  room. 

After  immersion,  the  now  frightened  and  fretting  child  was  toweled 
and  returned  to  its  mother,  which  concluded  the  rites.  Then  all  the 
guests  heartily  congratulated  the  beaming  godfather  and  parents  with 
the  words  "Fa  sou  Zissi,"  a  wish  for  long  life  for  them,  and  Fa  to 
chiliassis,"  wishirg  the  child’s  sponsor  a  thousand  christenings  to 
his  honor. 

A  privilege  conferred  upon  the  godfather  in  the  ceremony  was  that 
he  v/as  to  be  honored  by  being  best  man  at  the  wedding  of  his  godchild. 

After  the  solemn  and  impressive  baptismal  service  the  meeting  was 
turned  into  joyful  celebra.tion  of  social  and  festive  nature.  Smiling 
Greek  maidens  passed  trays  of  little  cakes  accompanied  by  apertifs  of 
"iaasticha,”  a  fiery  Greek  licuer  flavored  with  anise.  Afterwards  came  a 
buffet  supper  at  which  were  served  the  viands  and  vintages  so  tempting¬ 
ly  displayed  previously  in  the  kitchen.  Burirg  the  hours  following 
there  were  impromptu  dancing  and  American  games  by  the  younger  people 
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FOIXTOHB,  Fl.ORID.?. 

Informant:  John  Filareton, 

2217  Fourteenth  Tve. ,  Tampa  .Florida, 
Date  of  Interview:  May  25-30,1940, 
Interviewer:  Lindsay  M.  Bryan 

while  the  elders  drank  many  toasts,  told  stories  and  continued  to 
eat*  Finally  all  departed  after  much  hack-slapping  and  well-wishing 

for  the  parents  and  godfather,  and  final  praise  of  the  sturdiness 

and  beauty  of  the  baby,  v/ho  had  been  put  to  bed  long  since. 

A  few  days  after  the  christening  already  chronicled,  the  interview” 
er  was  invited  by  the  same  informant  to  attend  a  Greek  funeral  in  Tampa 
and  thus  observe  at  first  hand  the  burial  customs  of  the  local  Greeks. 
From  observing  the  traditional  ceremony  celebrating  the  suspicious  be¬ 
ginning  of  life  to  seeing  a  funeral,  marking  the  end,  offered  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  study  a  contrast  in  customs,  so  the  interviewer  attended  the 
funeral,  that  of  an  elderly  man  wfro  had  immigrated  from  Greece  in  early 
lif  e . 

The  initial  services  were  held  in  the  chapel  of  a  funeral  parlor, 
in  the  presence  of  about  one  hundred  relatives  and  friends  of  the  de¬ 
ceased.  Suspended  on  the  wall  beside  the  bier  was  a  large  crucifix. 

The  priest,  with  his  long  black  hair  and  beai4  dressed  in  the  black 
robe  of  mourning  contrasting  with  the  pink  vestments  worn  at  the  chris¬ 
tening,  v/as  assisted  in  the  ritual  by  a  young  cantor  v/ho  read  and  chanted 
responses  as  the  holy  man  prayed  and  read  the  burial  service,  all  in  the 
Greek  language.  t  intervals  during  the  ceremony,  the  tall,  broad 
shouldered  priest  wafted  his  censor  with  its  burning  incense.  In  one 
hand  he  carried  a  gold  cross.  There  v/as  no  singing  or  music  of  any 
kind  except  the  chanting. 

-&t  the  end  of  the  chapel  service,  which  lasted  nearly  an  hour,  the 
mourners  filed  past  the  open  coffin.  Custom  required  that  each  kiss 
the  face  or  hand  of  the  dead,  or  the  golden  cross  which  the  priest 
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FLORIDA,  FOLKLORE 
Informant:  John  Fils re ton, 

2217  Fourteenth  Ave. ,  Tsmpp, Florida, 
Date  of  Interview:  May  25-30,1940, 
Interviewer:  Lindsay  ML  Bryan. 

had  lain  on  the  "breast.  The  coffin  was  then  placed  in  the  hearse  and 
taken  to  the  cemetery,  as  is  done  at  -American  funerals,  followed  hy  the 
assemblage  in  automobiles. 

On  arrival  of  the  funeral  cortege  at  the  cemetery,  the  pallbearers 
bore  the  coffin  to  the  graveside,  preceded  by  the  priest,  who  chanted 
end  waved  his  burning  censor  until  the  bier  was  placed  above  the  grave. 

There,  after  a  further  short  service  of  prayer,  chanting  and  re¬ 
sponses  participated  in  by  the  priest  and  cantor,  the  cleric  placed  a 
small  war  cross  upon  the  mouth  of  the  dead  man.  Then,  with  continued 
chanting,  he  took  a  three-yard  piece  of  white  cloth,  and  with  scissors 
cut  in  It  a  large  opening  in  the  shape  of  a.  cross  and  laid  the  cloth 
upon  the  corpse.  It  was  explained  that  this  was  symbolical  of  the 
action  of  Joseph,  who  took  the  body  of  Jesus  from  the  cross  and  wrapped 
it  in  a  white  cloth. 

Next  the  priest  poured  oil  crosswise  upon  the  body  to  symbolize 
true  faith  and  peace.  He  then  took  a  shovelful  of  loose  earth  and 
poured  it  upon  the  body  in  the  form  of  the  cross,  signifying  that  "we 
come  from  earth  and  return  to  it." 

With  a  final  prayer  and  chanting  by  the  priest  and  the  cantor,  the 
coffin.,  was  closed  and  lowered  into  the  grave.  As  this  was  done,  each 
of  the  mourners  cast  a  handful  of  earth  into  the  grave,  in  accordance 
with  Greek  custom,  at  the  same  time  repeating  the  prayer:  "May  God  for¬ 
give  your  sins." 

This  ended  the  ceremonies,  and  the  assemblage  dispersed  and  re¬ 
turned  to  their  homes,  a  s  is  usual  in  the  case  of  other  funerails. 
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F0IK1CHE,  FLORIDA, 

Informant:  John  Filareton, 

2217  Fourteenth  Ave.,  Tampa, Florida , 
Date  of  interview:  May  25-30,1940, 
Interviewer :  Lindsay  Bryan. 

•lien  asked  about  native  games  and  pastimes  transplanted  from 
Greece  to  the  local  colonies,  the  informant  said: 

"Immigrants  of  Greece  here  play  yet  their  old  card  games  and  some 
other  pastimes  that  handed  down  of  old.  But  most  who  born  in  this 
country  have  learned  and  play  American  games.  But  yet  some  young 
folks  here  play  old  pastimes  learned  of  their  parents.  One  of  them  is 
the  game  of  ’rock  battle.’  played  by  Greek  boys,  but  is  too  rough  and 
dangerous  for  greatly  popular  here.  It  comes  down  from  a  famous  battle 
during  the  war  of  Greek  independence  1821,  where  a  small  band  of  brave 
Greek  soldiers,  being  had  no  ammunition,  but  battled  with  well  armed 
large  force  of  Turks  and  defeated  by  throwing  rocks  at  them  in  a  moun¬ 
tain  pass. 

"But  in  after  years  have  been  exeercised  by  rival  gangs  of  young 
boys  who  are  playing  the  game  of  leader  among  the  different  vacant 
lots  of  cities,  and  the  fields  of  smaller  towns.  One  side  plays 
Turks  and  one  Greeks,  and  they  collect  plenty  of  rocks  each  side  and 
charge  at  each  other,  throwing  rocks  until  one  side  is  whipped  and 
runs  away. 

"it  one  of  such  well  remembered  battles  I  was  talcing  part  with 
lead  of  my  neighborhood  team  in  a  fierce  fight  against  a  much  rather 
older  boys’  team.  Several  boys  both  sides  became  hit  but  we  made  the 
victory.  In  the  final  charge  I  w as  struck  twice  by  sharp  rocks,  in  the 
head  one  and  again  on  the  neck.  To  this  day  I  have  the  scars.  Look.  ' 

(Here  the  victorious  "general"  showed  two  jagged  scars  as  proof  of 
wounds  received  in  the  rock  battle). 
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FOLKLORE,  FLORIDA. 

Informant:  John  Filareton 
2217  Fourteenth  Ave.,  Tampa,  Florida  . 
Date  of  Interview:  May  25-30,1940, 
Intervi ev.rer :  Lindsay  M.  Brya.  . 

"Hot  so  dangerous  "but  great  in  popularity  of  Greek  boys  and 
some  men  too  is  the  game  called  ’arnades.’  In  this  a  small  piece 
of  stone  called  'bastaka’  set  upright  on  the  ground  and  each  player 
puts  on  top  of  it  a  coin  for  his  ’ante’  as  you  call  in  poker.  Then, 
from  distance  of  about  twelve  to  fifteen  feet  each  player  tosses  at 
the  bastaka  a  small  flat  stone  or  tile  so  called  the  ’amada’  aiming 
at  the  coin  or  to  hit  the  bastaka  and  trying  to  knock  those  coins 
off,  and  if  so  he  who  does  wins  all  the  coins.  And  again  if  not  hit 
the  bastaka,  the  one  whose  throw  comes  nearest  to  it  but  not  touch 
it  wins  the  money. 

•’Similar  to  this  game  is  played  other  parts  of  Greece  using  a 
stick  of  v/ood  stuck  in  the  ground  instead  of  the  rock  bastaka  and  coins 
put  on  top  of  stick,  and  they  throw  walnuts  at  it  to  hit  the  stick 
so  the  coins  fall  and  win.  Like  in  arnades,  and  none  succeeds  to  knock 
the  stick  so  the  coins  fall  off,  the  walnut  nearest  the  stick  and  not 
touching,  he  is  the  winner  of  the  coins. 

•'Another  pastime  game  similar  &  little  to  golf  or  maybe  hockey 
is  played  with  sticks  about  three  or  four  feet  long,  limbs  from  fig 
or  olive  tree,  steamed  and  curved  one  end  to  stay  v/hen  dry  as  one  end 
of  golf  shape  sticks,  used  to  knock  a  pine  cone  in  the  hole  not  very 
deep  digged  in  the  ground.  Two  teams  are  takirg  place  at  this  play, 
one  that  is  trying  to  place  the  cone  in  the  hole,  while  opposite 
team  tries  to  keep  them  from.  And  v/hen  the  cone  gets  in  the  hole  by 
the  team  who  should,  then  they  charge  to  vice  versa. 

"Viziris’  is  snothe  r  game  for  the  young  ones,  little  boys  and 
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P0IEL0R2,  FLORIDA 
Informant:  John  Filareton, 

2217  Fourteenth  ve. ,  Tampa,  Florida, 

Date  of  interview:  May  25-30,1940, 
Interviewer:  Lindsay  M.  Bryan. 

girls,  a  little  hit  like  the  game  of  ’jacks1  of  American  children. 

For  that  is  required  one  certain  small  joint  hone  of  the  knee  of  a  lamb 
or  sheep.  It  is  nearly  flat  on  both  sides  but  with  some  concave  on 
one  side  and  convex  on  other.  One  side  is  called  ’kirig,’  the  flattest 
side,  and  other,  convex  side  is  ’viziris.’  Tossing  it  high  and  if 
falls  king  side  up  it  counts  for  points,  and  if  viziris  side  lays 
upper  it  wins. 

"A  plenty  action  game  for  youngsters  of  Greek  race  is  ’sklavakia, ’ 
some  similar  to  old  time  American  ball  game,  but  without  a  ball,  only 
with  touching  by  the  hand.  They  run  to  protect  slaves,  which  word 
’sklavos’  means.  They  have  ’men’  on  bases,  and  the  ’slaves’  run  from 
one  player  to  another  to  be  protected,  touching  each  baseman  by  hand. 

"Christmas  and  New  Years  celebrating  by  Greeks  here  is  same  as 
Americans  mostly,  but  some  old  Greek  customs  also  excercised,  especial¬ 
ly  in  larger  Greek  colonies  like  Tarpon  Springs,  which  have  more  then 
2,500  of  our  race.  One  is  New  Years  Fve.  Then  young  boys  and  girls 
with  lighted  paper  lanterns  of  some  different  designs,  visiting  house 
to  house,  and  in  the  same  group  one  or  two  holding  bags  or  big  hand¬ 
kerchiefs  formed  as  a  bagto  hold  gifts  of  sweets  or  money  which  each 
home  gives.  And  one  with  a  big  walking  stick  who  pounds  it  on  the 
ground  to  beat  time  with  the  chanters  who  are  singing  the  song  called 
’Kalandra,  T  a  New  Years  chant.  And  so  accepting  donations  from  the 
different  families  who  they  are  visiting  and  singing  to  these  families. 
In  the  bags  are  collected  pastries,  assorted  nuts  and  money  given, 
usually  collected  fo  r  a  church  or  poor,  and  if  not  for  a.  benefit  then 
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those  gifts  are  divided  among  the  team. 

".At  midnight  of  ITew  Years  eve,  at  each  home  where  relatives 
gathered  or  invited  friends,  after  the  "big  supper  which  they’ve  had 
with  plenty  of  food  and  beverages  and  pastries,  old  and  young  have 
dances  and  native  songs,  and  the  little  ones  playing  children’s  games 
until  they  are  put  to  bed. 

"Then  the  older  ones  playirg  the  card  game  of  ’Thirty-one,’  with 
penny  stakes  or  larger  coins,  and  to  win  iB  an  omen  of  goodluck  for 
the  winner  in  that  new  coming  year. 

"That  game  is  similar  to  Hie  American  black  jack,  except  to  win 
you  must  make  thirty-one  points  instead  of  twenty-one,  but  also  v/in 
if  you  have  fourteen  points,  considered  as  classified,  with  ace  and 
tray  and  any  face  card,  or  ten  spot  with  a  four,  and  other  two  cards 
adding  fourteen;  also  two  deuces  are  winning,  but  all  these  provided 
no  one  has  made  thirty-one,  which  is  the  name  of  the  game  called 


FOLKLORE,  FLORIDA 
Informant:  John  Filareton, 

2217  Fourteen  th  Ave . ,  Tampa , Florida , 
Date  of  interview:  May  25-30,1940, 
Interviewer:  Lindsay  M.  Bryan. 
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